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A MEDITATION UPON DEATH, FOR 

THE TOMB OF RALPH, LORD 

CROMWELL (C. 1450), 

LORD TREASURER 

OF ENGLAND 

(0 Mors, Quam Amara est Memoria Tua) 
MS. B. M. Harley, 116, fols. 152b-153b. 

fol. 152b] 

O] deth, hough better ys the mynde of the, 
That mover arte of moomynge & of moon ; 

Thou myndly myrrow, in whom all olde may see 
The ways of youthe, in which thai haue mysgone. 
5 Thou arte the same remembrauncer allone, 

Whom all astates and euery lawe degre 
With daily diligence owe to awaite vpon, 

For when thou clepiste all muste go with the. 



Nought may preuayle, pompous prosperite, 
10 Honour, ne heele, gemme ne precious stone, 
Benoun, riches, rent, ne rialte, 
For all that euer haue be of fleshe & bone 
Thou hast, and wolt consume, not leuyng oon, 
Who is alyve that can remembre thee 
15 That ar preserued ? y finde two allone, 
Ennok and Fly, yit shall thai go with the. 



For in the oure of oure natiuite 
Thi subtile entre vs perseth euerychone, 

With cleym continuell chalenginge thi fe, 
20 And euery day we muste waite here ypon, 
And while we lyve ; yit haue we odir foon, 

The feende, the flesh, and worldly vanite, 
Cotidiane corasy, continvinge euer in oone, 

Oure cely soule vnceesingly to sle. 



25 Popes and prelates stand in perplezite, 

And curyus clarkis, forth with the thai gone, 
Crowned conquerours and odir of law degre, 
Knyghtly in hir tymes ; thou sparith noon, 
Marchauntes, men of lawe, all vnder oone, 
30 Leches, laborers, fayne wolde fro the fle, 
fol. 153a] 

Full wyse is he that can thinke her vpon, 
And for him selfe provide, who so he be. 



Beholde this myrrour in thi mynde, & se 
This worldis transsitorie Joy that sone is gone, 
35 Which in eflecte is but aduersite, 

And of twey weys thou nedis must take oone. 
Thenk of fre choise, god hath the lent allone 



With witte and reson to reule thi liberte, 
Yif thou go mys, odir blame thou none, 
40 Thi selfe arte cause of all that grevith the. 

6 
O ye, that floure in hie felicite, 

For crystes sake remembreth her vpon, 
Thenke that as fresh and lusty as ye be, 
Er thei wer war, full sodanly haue gone, 
45 For odir warnyng in this world is none, 
But mynde of deth or sore inflrmite ; 

When thou lest wenest, thou shalt be calde vpon, 
For of thine houre thou woste no certeinte. 



This worthi lorde, of very polyce, 
50 Sir Baufe lorde Cromwell, remembringe her vpon, 
For all his lordshipp and gret stately se 
Knowinge, by resoun, of oder rescous none, 
For all his castelles & toures hie of stone, 
For him, and for my lady, like as ye se, 
55 This towmebe prouyded, ayen that thei shall gone, 
In gracilis oure gode graunte hir passage be I 

8 
Muse in this mirrour of mortalite, 

Bothe olde and yonge, that loken her opon, 
Lyfte vp your hertly eie, be-holde and se 
60 These same right worthi, restinge vndir the stone, 
Deuoutly pray for hem to criste allone 153b] 

That gyltles for hir gylte sterfe on a tre, 

Hem to preserue from all hir gostely foon, 
And send hem pees in perpetuite. 

Amen. 

Collation of ms. B. M. Cotton, Caligula, A, n, 
fols. SSb-SGa. 1 

1 how. bytter. 2 meuere. mornyng. mone. of 
[2] om. 3 mynly. old. se. 4 wayes. whych. goon. 

5 art. remembrauncer] C. remembrance H. aloon. 

6 states (sic), (given as doates in Varnhagen's 
text, and naturally "ganz unverstandlich " !) 
low. 7 dayly. dylygence. weyte. 8 whan, clepest. 
goo. 9 pompys ne prosperyte. 10 hele. precyous. 
11 ryches. ryalte. 12 For] But C. flesch. 13 wylt. 
leugngoon]G. lyvinge H. 14 kan. 15 fynde. but 
two aloon. 16 jyt shall they. 17 yn. natyuyte. 
18 They, sotell. perschet. euerychon. 19 Wyth. 
cleym] C. clene H. contynuell. chalyngyng. Jry. 
20 most, wayte. ther. 21 The whyle. 3yt. we] 
om. C. o]>er. 22 fende. flesch. wordly vanyte. 
23 Cotydyane corosy contynuyng euer yn oon. 

'Printed from Caligula — without knowledge of the 
Harley text — by H. Varnhagen in Anglia vn, Anzeiger 
85. 
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24 sely. vnsesingly. 25 and'] om. yn. prosperyte. 
26 curyous clerkes. they. 27 low. oper. 28 fa< 
wer ry3t kny3tly yn har tyme. spareth non. 29 
oon. 30 labereres. fayii. wold. 31 kan. thenk. 
32 hymself. prouyde. who that. 33 Behold, thys. 
witftyn thyself and. 34 Thys. world ys transsi- 
torie. • Joye. gou. 35 Which yn. ys. aduersyte. 
36 two wayes. most nedyst chese oon. 37 choyes. 
lent] yeue. alon. 38 wyt. rule, thy lyberte. 39 
goo mysse. other, non. 40 Thy self. art. all, 
etc.] thyn ynyquyte. 41 Oo. yn hye felycyte. 
42 remembryth. apon. 43 Thenk. thaf] om. 
flesch. and] as. lusty folke a3 ye. 44 they, wher 
war. sodenly. hau. 45 other, yn thys. ys. non. 
46 mynd. yfyrmyte. 47 And whan ye leest wene 
ye way. calde apon. 48 your tyme ys sette non 
serteynte. 49-56 C. omits this stanza. 57 Thys. 
myrrour. mortalyte. 58 old. yong. loketh apon. 
59 eye. behold. 60 Thenk all mankend schall 
reste vnder erthe & stone. 61 Therefor I pray 
me. cryste alon. 62 That for our alther gylt deyd 
vpon a tre. 63 Vs. fro. owr. gostly for. 64 vs. 
yn. perpetuyte. Amen For charite. 

Note. — There were three Cromwells, father, 
son, and grandson who bore the Christian name 
Ralph. Their seat was at Tattershall in Lincoln- 
shire, twelve miles northwest of Boston. The 
Norman castle was rebuilt by Sir Ealph 3d, in 
the reign of Henry VI. He likewise erected a 
lofty tower, with a spiral staircase, four miles to 
the north of his castle. The reference in line 53 
seems therefore to point directly to this baron, 
who was much the most prominent man of the 
three, rising to be Treasurer of the Realm. In 
17 Henry VI, Lord Cromwell founded the Col- 
lege of Tattershall, an act of piety which may 
well have commended him to the priestly writer 
of these lines. Associated with him in this was 
Judge William Paston (Dugdale, Monastieon, ed. 
1846, vi, 1432) who was, I have elsewhere 
tried to show, a patron of Lydgate. This Lyd- 
gatian poem, while probably not by the monk, is 
strongly reminiscent of his work, and apparently 
influenced by his Dance of Maehabree. 

Sir Ralph's tomb, though not in its original 
position, and sadly mutilated, is still in the Church 
of his College. While our poem is the only evi- 
dence that the tomb was erected during his life- 



time, it is known that his niece's tomb was so 
erected, from a clause in her will, and from the 
cutting of the date of her decease. The practice 
was common. The inscription on Sir Ralph's 
tomb, half of which is lacking, as one brass plate 
is gone, reads as follows : 

Hie jacet Nobilis Bard Eadulphus Cromw 
[ell Miles dns de Cromwell quodm Thesaurarius] 

Anglie et fundator huius Collegii cum indite 
[Consorte sua Margareta et una hered' dni dayncourt] 

qui quidm Radulphus obiit quarto die mes Jan- 
[uarii Anno d"i Millio CCCC LV» Et p'dict Margareta] 

obiit XVo die mes Septebre Anno dfii Millio CC 
[CC liiii Quor' aiabs p'picietur Deus Amen.] 

The Caligula text, printed by Varnhagen in 
Anglia years ago, lacks the all-important stanza 
about the Cromwells, and otherwise alters the 
poem to admit of a general application. It is 
evident that the poem in the earlier form was 
written to hang by the tomb until the inscription 
should be needed to record the demise of its 
builders. So far as I know, this is the only speci- 
men in English mediaeval literature of this use 
of poetry. Many of Lydgate' s pieces were writ- 
ten to hang before images such as a crucifix, a 
"Pity," or the like ; but none for this purpose. 
A representation of the Dance of Death may have 
accompanied the Cromwell poem. 

A second unique feature of this poem is its 
rhyme-scheme ababbaba, with the whole poem 
written on two rhymes. 

I am indebted to the Rev. F. M. Yglesias, 
rector of Tattershall, for the tomb inscription and 
other details concerning it. 



Henry Noble MacCbacken. 
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Three Philosophical Poets — Lucretius, Dante, and 
Goethe. (Harvard Studies in Comparative 
Literature, Vol. i. ) By Geobge Santa yana. 
Harvard University, 1910. Pp. viii + 215, 

"Comparative Literature" is a notoriously 
unhappy term to have been devised (or mis- 
translated) by reputable scholars, in order to 
designate the study of the intellectual relations 
between different peoples. But the name chances 



